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SUB3Y~T. The Poe~ibility of an Early Major Viet Mlnh Attack in Indochina

repors or a vi.e~ ~4nfl decision and plan to attack wench

lines in Tonkin between 15 and 20 March.
a oonfirmea l~ Vist rU.nh troop move~ente and

CIA has reosivad independently, but

origin samoa, similar detaLls of on alleged Viet

Mimh plan to lmmth a major attack between 15 and 20 March. In thc~ pact
several weekc, OIL baa also received ninnerous lees specific reports frcin

som�oaa of m1a~own reliability to thr effect that a Viet M.thh offensive

is e~eotod �soon�.

A1thou~h these reports cannot be considered conolucive, it is logical
that the Viet )linb will attempt another attack in Tonkin before the Na~r ~�

maccoons and before the French position can be strengthened by the arrival

erA integration of French reinforcenanti and additional US equi~nent � An

early attack, however, would depend on the state of lTiet I~nh military ~e~�
parationa. Viet Mimb strength has increased in Tonkin by a~o 20,000 and
the current disposition of Viet Minh forces iiould permit the attacks ~,h.toh ap~

peer to be planned with little additional movement oi~ troops. It i,ould appear,
therefore that the governing factor in the timing of a Viet ~inb
attack ¶dl be the e~ctent to which the Viet ~11nb has overcome, throught
Chinese assistance, shortages in ełaertial equipcent, particularly artil..

lery. Field reports are In conflict on the extent of actual delivery of

quipment, but i~ teals certain,
that delivery of~z~u a.t~ea. zor t~ru.a reason

na oej..evee Viet i~~inh operations cannot bw~in befOre 25 Meroha

Al has been the ease for over a year, field reports continue to state
the Intervention of Ceso forces is imnlnent Scmc weight has been added t

such a possibility by~ ] ~Mch accepts the pr canoe of

30,000 Chinese C~tnmiot regw.arc in Toflkin. CIA ha~ also received a report
tr~ en untested soure with claimed access to the Viet Ninb Comend stating
that an all-out Viet Mimb attack in Torikin in early March will be ~ported
by 20,000 Chinese COI~wi~t regulars now in Tonkin and by nEwel and air meite
bsaed on Hainan. Nmeeroue other reports do not mention participation of
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regular (%ineae forces but state Peiping baa agreed to organies arid arm volun..

tear unit. to aid Vi.t 141mb troops. One such repca~�t states that Peiping has

ordered the asaemthflng mid arming of six regiments near the Irido~1xia border

by the md of Febauei~ for the �AntisPrench and In~tocbinese Volunteer Qarps,�

doee not acee t the presenc. of any ~~)ipeoe Corw~iat
is �ttairly sure� that the Chinese

viii not send troops to pa
eonoure with the apprecitatiori of

tM Chinese might oonvnit a limi r and if this met
with some euceese (poełible meaning if it did not draw strong 1~ reaction), Thq
ndght then follov through with fuil�eeale participLtion. At the s~e time,
howver, CIA has received reports stating the Chinese troops Will riot actively
participate if ~E troops do not intervene, and in Indochina ela4rin
that Viet l~inh and Chinese Cł~~iuiłt representatlveEl have egreed that Chinese
Cormmaiet forceim viii not £nvad~ Indochina �for the present.�

hopes of repulsing the Viet Minh attack with the forces nov

avail and believed there La even the poesibility of so mauling
the Viet at they would be unable to launch another full-scale attack
in Tan]dn without the aid of Chinese COiziiiuz~iat troops.
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